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save more lives from sudden cardiac death 
Heart Foundation and Heart of the Nation join forces to save more lives from sudden cardiac death. 

The Heart Foundation and Heart of the Nation are joining forces in a bid to improve the survival rate 
from out of hospital cardiac arrests in Australia. 

The two organisations have just signed a Memorandum of Understanding to bolster community and 
Government action relating to CPR and defibrillator access and use. 

The partnership between the two organisations will begin with several targeted projects that place 
more Automated External Defibrilators (AEDs) into rural and semi-rural areas, with a focus on 
eduating the community about the location of AEDs that will be placed there, as well as interactive 
community education sessions to give confidence to community members to do respond while 
waiting for paramedics to arrive. 

At present only 1 in 20 Australians will survive an out of hospital cardiac arrest. A cardiac arrest is 
when the heart suddenly stops working due to an electrical malfunction inside the heart.  Because 
cardiac arrest usually begins as an electrical problem, it is the AED that has the vital role in restoring 
the heart’s natural rhythm, in most cases – but it must be used quickly to have the most impact on 
chances of survival. 

This survival rate can be improved if more Australians who witness a cardiac arrest feel empowered 
to give CPR and critically, have better access to automated external defibrillators (AEDs) in the 
precious few minutes that follow a cardiac arrest. 

More than 24,000 Australians die every year from sudden cardiac death but in some cases a more 
rapid and confident response from bystanders could save more lives. 

Heart of the Nation CEO, Greg Page, best known in the community for his career as the original 
Yellow Wiggle, considers himself a fortunate survivor of a cardiac arrest after bystanders rushed to 
his aid following a cardiac arrest on stage in 2020. 

“Those crucial minutes before an ambulance arrives are when CPR and an AED need to be used to 
dramatically increase a person’s chance of survival,” Mr Page said. 

“I strongly believe that through this partnership with the Heart Foundation, we can continue to 
improve CPR and AED education and awareness in our communities. 

“Together, we can also more strongly advocate for Governments across Australia to support an 
increased roll-out of AEDs.  We are honoured to be doing this in tandem with the Heart Foundation, 
a long-standing name in the fight against heart-related health issues.” 



Heart Foundation CEO David Lloyd said the partnership would enhance both organisations’ efforts 
relating to cardiac arrest, ultimately saving more lives. 

“The 60-year strong history of the Heart Foundation combined with Heart of the Nation’s energy and 
determination to help more Australians survive out of hospital cardiac arrests will help to enhance 
efforts to place more defibrillators where they are needed most,” Mr Lloyd said. 

“We also look forward to initiatives that empower many more Australians to become active 
bystanders should they witness a cardiac arrest. We want as many Australians as possible to feel 
confident to give CPR and know where to find an AED and how to use one in a pinch. 

“This ultimately means more lives saved, and so we are incredibly grateful and excited to work with 
Greg Page and the Heart of the Nation team to achieve this.” 
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About the Heart Foundation 

The Heart Foundation is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to fighting the single biggest killer of 
Australians – heart disease. For more than 60 years, it has led the battle to save lives and improve 
the heart health of all Australians. Its sights are set on a world where people don’t suffer or die 
prematurely because of heart disease. 

Find out your risk of heart attack or stroke by using our Heart Age Calculator. To find out about the 
Heart Foundation’s research program or to make a donation, visit www.heartfoundation.org.au 

About Heart of the Nation 

Heart of the Nation was founded in 2020 by Greg Pageafter suffering a Sudden Cardiac Arrest on 
stage during a performance by the Original Wiggles for Bushfire Relief. 

Heart of the Nation is is dedicated to enhancing Australia's cardiac arrest survival rates through 
providing initiatives that support the community to have access to the skills and tools to help 
resuscitate someone whose heart has stopped beating.  

Heart of the Nation funds and operates a national register of AEDs, that anyone who owns an AED 
can register their device to, so it can be found more easily by bystanders through the Heart of the 
Nation app, and through connections to ambulance services (where Ambulance Services allow 
sharing of data). 

A key strength of the team at Heart of the Nation is a shared lived experience of cardiac arrest. 
Heart of the Nation represents many individuals and families who have experienced this health 
issue – from medical professionals, paramedics, survivors, community first responders and those 
who are grieving the sudden and, in most cases, unexpected loss of a loved one. 

 


